Nicaragua Culture, Ecology, and Environment – Seminar (ES3883)

Instructors:	Jen Olin (office in OAC) & Aimee Phillippi (office in LRC)
Class meets:	Mondays 5:30-7:30 in SC213

What is a Seminar Course?

Seminar courses are where students take a large part of the responsibility for researching and delivering information.   They are intended to help you develop your academic and leadership skills and confidence in a supportive peer group.  The expectations associated with a seminar course, then, include your full participation, preparation, and support for your peers.

What is this course about?

You already know a lot about the trip, but that isn’t all there is.  Prior to going on the trip we will spend our class time learning what we need to be prepared for our in-country experience.  You will also identify a project that interests you and make plans to collect data while in Nicaragua.  When we return from Nicaragua you will be completing your individual projects and as a class we will plan and host a Nicaraguan community meal to share what you learned.  (Proceeds from the fundraiser meal will be used to offset the cost of the experience.)

Evaluation

Participation & Preparation – Prior to our trip, each week we will be discussing different topics related to Nicaragua.  You will be given readings that you are expected to read prior to the discussion.  You are also expected to participate fully in the discussion.  In addition to our identified topics, we think it is essential to keep up with the news in Nicaragua.  Therefore, we expect you to keep up with major stories in the Nicaraguan Post (http://www.nicaraguanpost.com/).  We will give brief quizzes about the major stories from the week.

Group Presentation – You will be responsible for one or more (most likely within a group) presentations of information to the class.  We are all relying on you to give us accurate and representative information.  You will be expected to research the topic(s), prepare and deliver an engaging and informative presentation of that information, and facilitate a discussion with the group.  Your presentation could include a powerpoint, but you should also include some more active means of conveying information, for example, games or group activities.  Your group is responsible for setting up a meeting time with us by the Wednesday prior to the class when you will give your presentation.  At this meeting you will show us your plans so we can offer support or suggestions to ensure the bases are covered.

Project – Through the information you learn by reading and the class presentations, you will identify some question of interest to you and develop a plan for a project related to your interest.  You will identify a plan for collecting information (both remotely and in-country) as well as a plan for a final product.  You will present your plan to the class as a proposal and we can give you suggestions for improvements prior to our trip.  You will submit a written, electronic proposal to Aimee & Jen by noon on Wednesday, 18 Feb. and you will orally present your proposal (with whatever visual aids you deem necessary) to your classmates the following Monday.  Your final product could be a variety of media formats, but ideally we will want you to be able to share your product with the community.  At a minimum we expect that your project be shared at the community meal and the student conference.



Potential Resources

For both your group presentation and your project, you may find it beneficial to ask questions of people currently living in Nicaragua.  There are a couple blog/forum options where you could do this by posting questions.
· http://www.therealnicaragua.com/
· http://www.nicaliving.com/forum 
· http://ourlatinamerica.blogspot.com/
Contributors to these are primarily expatriates, so not Nicaraguan nationals

Schedule

	Day
	What we’re doing

	1/12
	Establishing expectations, identifying topics, assigning responsibilities

	1/19
	Martin Luther King Day – no class

	1/ 26
	Language Practice
1st group presentations: Natural Environment

	2/2
	Discussion of Natural Environment Readings
2nd group presentations: History & Economy

	2/9
	Discussion of History & Economy Readings
3rd group presentations: Religion & Culture

	2/16
	Discussion of Religion & Culture Readings
4th group presentations: Agriculture & Sustainable Societies

	2/23
	Presentation of project proposals

	3/2
	Discussion of Agriculture & Sustainable Societies Readings
Final Trip Preparations


	3/9
	Traveling to Nicaragua

	3/16
	Working in Nicaragua

	3/23
	*Debrief in-country experience
Brainstorm community meal plans

	3/30
	*Make plans for community meal

	4/6
	*Continue planning for community meal
Work on projects

	4/13
	*Final plans for community meal
Work on projects

	4/20
	*Community Meal (during week)

	4/27
	*Debrief meal and projects



*Class activities after the trip are subject to revision.



