Culture, Ecology and the Environment of Nicaragua
Group Presentations

Topic I:  Natural Environment

Group: Z Brown, Leslie Van Neil, Becky Hutton  
Subtopics:

· Landscape, geography

· Flora and fauna

· Deforestation

· Invasive species

· Climate

· Rainforests, types, prevalence

· Human impacts and interact with…

Topic II:  History and Economy

Group: Steve Swartz, Nicole Nelson, Erin Schoppmeyer,





Melanie Renell
Subtopics:

· Indigenous peoples, relationship to land

· Political history (pre-independence, independence, modern history)

· History of resource use

· Large changes in production, society

· Economic globalization

· Socio-economic issues (class, typical household income…)

· Education, governmental investment
· Tourism

Topic III:  Religion and Culture

Group: Nate Miller, Jen Lane, Stacy Morrison

Subtopics: 
· Food, clothing

· Music, dance

· School culture, college

· Investment in education

· Holidays

· Churches, different religions, history

· Household essentials, possessions

· Past times, hobbies

· Family structure, gender relations, roles

· Drugs, substance use

· Relationship to land

· Impact of imperialism

Topic IV: Agriculture and Sustainability
Group: Addie Annis, Patrick Robinson, Tyler Aucoin

Subtopics:

· Impacts of globalization, large-scale agriculture, relationship to land

· Migration

· Regional farming 

· Native vs. non-native production

· Energy and water

· Population growth

· Importation of non-native species, impact

· Impact of imperialism on food, farming, land use

· Genetic engineering

· Native views on sustainability, climate change
