Communication in Political Debates

This semester there will be a few opportunities for you to watch a political debate on television.  Your assignment is to watch at least one and analyze the candidates’ oral communication skills.

Date: _______________________

Names of Candidates: _______________________________________________________


1. Which candidate was most effective at providing and explaining clear responses?  Why?  (Remember, this is the candidate who was the most effective, not necessarily the one with whom you most agree!)

2. Provide some examples from each candidate’s performance of poor communication skills.

3. What, in your opinion, was the most effective response given by a candidate, and what made it effective?

4. What, in your opinion, was the least effective response given by a candidate, and what made it ineffective?

5. Describe at least four examples of non-verbal communication displayed by the candidates.


