
Introductory Speech
Plan and deliver a 2-3 minute speech introducing a classmate.

The speech should be delivered extemporaneously from an outline that occupies no more than a single sheet of paper (one-sided). Do not read your speech!
Conduct as extensive an interview as necessary to get more than enough material for your speech.  To conduct an effective interview, you will need to be thoughtful and deliberate about the questions you ask.  The time dedicated to these interviews in class may or may not be enough.  Then use your editing and critical thinking abilities to determine what material to use and how to organize it.  Finally, rehearse your speech out loud and time yourself.  

Plan to provide basic information such as the name of the person you are introducing, his or her home town, academic major, personal interests, hobbies, aspirations, and the like. But the speech should not be a routine recitation of biographical data. Be creative with your interview questions and in your speech!
Be sure to focus on effective delivery techniques such as maintaining good eye contact with your audience, and using pauses and gestures for emphasis.  Be sure to tie your introduction in with your conclusion so your speech feels complete.
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