Persuasive Speech

Prepare and deliver a speech that attempts to persuade your audience about some question of fact, value, or policy.  Your speech will be 5-7 minutes long with a clear introduction, main points, and conclusion.  Decide which type of organization suits your topic and your personality best.  You can use the Problem-Cause-Solution order, the Comparative Advantages order, or the Motivated Sequence (as described in chapter 15).  You should also decide if your speech is intended to result in passive agreement or be a call to action for your audience and be sure to make your conclusion appropriate to your purpose.

While you will likely include a variety of methods of persuasion, including an appeal to emotions and reasoning, you must include data from some studies in your speech.  You may, but are not required to, use Powerpoint slides to support your speech.  I am also asking you to tailor your speech to your audience’s current disposition towards your topic.  (This means finding out what your classmates currently think.)

You will turn in a typed speaking outline and an annotated bibliography.  You will have a minimum of four sources with at least two being something other than websites.  (Remember, sometimes documents that are accessible from the web are not really websites.  This is especially true with .doc and .pdf documents.)  It is your choice if you use MLA, APA, or CSE format for your bibliography, but whichever you choose, be consistent.

For this speech your classmates will have input into your evaluation.  You will complete peer evaluations of all speeches.  In addition, there will be time for a question and answer period (this is in addition to your 5-7 minutes), so be prepared to answer any questions your classmates might have about your topic.








