Beginning your Quest
Write a letter to yourself as a graduating senior, or an essay, that describes your fears and expectations about college. Include in your letter/essay:

· a reminder of the high and low points of the beginning of your experience at Unity College, your NOVA trip,

· an example of something you were afraid of or worried about on your NOVA trip that turned out okay,

· a description of what you’re afraid of or worried about in your upcoming semester and how you plan to deal with your fear/worry,

· a description of what you’re most looking forward to in your first semester, and
· an explanation of what you hope to get out of college.  Include academic, professional, and personal goals.  Some examples could be:

· Do you hope to graduate with a certain GPA?  
· Do you want to have completed the requirements for certification in Wildlife Biology?

· Do you want to get in shape for the physical fitness requirement for game wardens?

· Do you want to participate in or lead certain student groups?  
· Do you hope to make lasting friendships?  
· Do you want to learn how to grow a garden or use a chainsaw or . . . ? 
· (These are only examples.  Define your own goals!)
· I also want you to choose a poem from Songs for the Open Road that best reflects your feelings as you embark on this new part of your life.  You should explain how the poem relates to your life.  You can choose any poem, but if don’t currently identify with one, the following is a list of potential poems that you could choose from:

· “The Land Beyond” – Robert Service, pg. 8

· “Roadways” – John Masefield, pg. 9

· “The Road Not Taken” – Robert Frost, pg. 13

· “Into My Own” – Robert Frost, pg. 17

· “Escapist – Never” – Robert Frost, pg. 18

· “Exiled” – Edna St. Vincent Millay, pg. 22

· “Night Journey” – Theodore Roethke, pg. 37
· “Midnight on the Great Western” – Thomas Hardy, pg. 39

Format

Your letter/essay must be typed and include your name, date, and course name.  I’d like for you to have either 1” margins and/or double-spaced lines so that I have room for comments.  And, make sure you choose a font that is readable.  Other than that, I have no specific format requirements.
Length

I generally do not give length requirements because different people have different writing styles and some need more or fewer words to say what they have to.  However, it is helpful to give a suggested guideline.  So, I expect that in order to fully and thoughtfully include all the information, most people would require around 2 ½ pages if they were 1” margins and double spaced with typical-sized font.
Due Date:  2 September
