Community Responsibilities

One of the goals of The Unity Experience is for you to engage your new community.  But what does it really mean to be a part of a community?  You have multiple levels of community.  If you live on campus, your dorm or even your floor is a community.  The campus itself is a community.  The town of Unity is a community.  The state of Maine is a community.  The whole United States and even the world is a community.  As you become a professional in your field, you develop a whole new community of people who are working on the same problems as you, be they game wardens or scientists or educators.

Write an essay that reflects on your role in your various communities.  Your essay will include answers to the questions below.  For this essay, consider four levels of your communities:

1. Unity College
2. The town where you live (you could use Unity or your hometown)
3. The United States
4. Your professional field

Questions to answer in your essay:

· Start your essay by describing what a community is.
· What are your responsibilities to members of each of your communities?  (In other words, I want to know what your responsibilities are to members of Unity College, members of your town, fellow members of the US community, and members of your profession.  This will be four different sets of responsibilities.)
· Do all members in these communities have the same responsibilities, or do some members have additional responsibilities?  Why or why not?
· What happens if members of a community are delinquent in their responsibilities?
· How do each of these communities maintain order?  Is this an ideal way to keep order, or can you imagine a better way?
· How do each of these communities maintain their cohesiveness? 
· In your experience, what are the biggest threats to community cohesiveness?
· Is it possible for you to not be a part of any community?
· What are the benefits of being a part of a community?
· What are the downsides of being a part of a community?
· Conclude your essay by evaluating your contribution to your communities.  How “good” of a community member have you been in each?  Identify some actions you could take to improve your community contribution.
