Unity Experience – IC 1113
Instructor: Aimee Phillippi



Class meets:  TH, 12:30-1:45
Office: far right corner of LRC


 

3A or outdoor classroom      

Phone: ext. 392




e-mail: aphillippi@unity.edu


What is this course and why do I have to take it?

The Unity Experience is designed to provide entering students with the resources you need to be more successful in college.  The class aims to help you become more comfortable with yourself, the college, the faculty & staff, other students, the community, and the resources available to you.  We also strive to help you develop and practice your college level skills like critical thinking, writing, working in groups, and self-expression.  Primarily, we want you to be involved and ask questions.
Course Goals and Objectives:  
1.  Engage in personal development opportunities at Unity College
· Identify academic and social challenges and resources 
· Articulate and plan for academic, social and professional goals

· Engage in a lifestyle that supports personal goals 
2.  Engage your new community
· Make meaningful connections with campus and community 

· Identify and develop a campus community support network 

· Appreciate the value of diverse people and ideas 

3.  Demonstrate environmental stewardship
· Broaden your perspective on nature and the environment 

· Demonstrate responsible citizenship 

· Work together with a group to achieve common goals 
While the course goals remain the same each year, we are constantly revising the content of Unity Experience in order to best help you meet these goals.  We remove and add programs every year, trying to make the course meet your needs.  Your input is incredibly valuable to us in this process.  I hope that when I ask for your thoughts on an activity you will feel free to give honest feedback.

Grading:

Participation (40%):  Instead of demonstrating your achievement of goals through exams, in Unity Experience, you will accomplish this through participation in activities (both in and out of class) as well as assignments.  You are required to attend all classes and participate in all activities.  Just showing up is not equivalent to participation.  Examples of participation include:  answering questions, contributing to a discussion, and actually physically doing a task that is asked of you.  

Unity Experience requires your involvement of some activities that will occur outside of class time.  The service learning project and some activities that all UE classes complete together will need to take over part of the 11:00-12:30 block on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Additionally, there are a couple activities that will take place during evening hours.  I will let you know in advance when an activity requires time outside of the normal schedule.
Class Assignments (40%):  Unity Experience is a college course, and like all college courses, you will be given assignments to complete.  These assignments are designed to help you meet the course objectives.  I will do my best to make all assignments meaningful and useful.  I don’t want to read busywork any more than you want to write it.  Because I work hard to make my assignments meaningful, I expect you to work hard to make your contribution also meaningful.  I have a ‘no crap’ policy.  All assignments must be word processed and checked for spelling and grammar.  I will return assignments that are poorly written.  If you need help with your writing, I will gladly make time for working with you on it.  Assignments are due by the dates indicated unless you make arrangements with me prior to the due date.
Do not rely on your computer’s spell-checker for proofreading.  There are many words and grammar mistakes it will not catch.  For example:
Their our know miss steaks in this sin tenses cause eye used special soft wear witch chicks you're spelling. It is mower or lass a weigh to verify. How ever it can knot correct arrows in punctuation ore usage: an it will not fined words witch are miss used butt spelled rite. Four example; a pear a graph cud half mini flaws but wood bee past by the spill checker. And it wont catch the sent tense fragment which you. Their four, the massage is that proofreading is knot eliminated, it is still berry much reek wired.                   
Copyright © 2001 Correct Me If I'm Wrong
Because there has been a trend towards lower standards of writing, more and more students are coming to college with very poor writing skills.  In some instances, I will not assign a grade to an assignment without major revision that includes a visit to the Writing Center.  This is not punishment.  Getting help with your writing early in your college career will help boost your grades for your entire student career.
Final Project (20%):  Instead of a final exam in this course you will complete a final project which will be due the last week of classes.  One of the first assignments I will give you is to establish some goals for yourself this semester.  Your final project will be an evaluation of how you did with meeting your goals and a forward look to what you can do next to get you closer to realizing your passion.  You can choose the format of your project.  For example, you can choose a written evaluation, but you might also choose a more visual representation that could include photography, drawings, etc.  You could also choose to compose a song or a website.  Check with me before settling on a medium for your project.  You should be thinking about and working on your project throughout the semester and I will occasionally ask to see your progress.
NOVA:  Completing NOVA is a requirement for receiving a grade for Unity Experience.  If you have not completed NOVA, you will receive an “I” for a grade (incomplete).  Upon completion of NOVA, the “I” will be changed to the grade you earn in the class.
The Unity College Honor Code 

The Unity College Honor Code requires that students be honest in all academic work. By joining the Unity College community, students express their willingness to accept the responsibilities and privileges of the academic community. Furthermore, students understand that their name on any assignment—written or otherwise—shall be regarded as assurance that the work is the result of their own thought and study, except where quotation marks, references, footnotes, or other means of attribution acknowledge the use of other sources. Acknowledgment of collaboration shall be made in the work submitted. In examinations, students shall respond entirely on the basis of their own capacity without any assistance, except that authorized by the instructor. 

The Honor Board administers the Honor Code. Appointed annually, it comprises two full-time faculty members selected by the faculty, two students appointed by the Student Government, and a member of the college community appointed by the academic dean. Cases of dishonesty in academic matters are referred to the Honor Board, which exists to—

· investigate alleged violations of the Honor Code, 

· arbitrate all instances of student academic dishonesty not settled to the student(s)’ or the faculty member’s satisfaction, 

· determine if the Honor Code has been violated and to specify consequences, and 

· maintain a record of alleged infractions and subsequent findings.

Students should conduct their academic activities so as to be above suspicion at all times. They should inform suspected violators of their awareness or discuss alleged incidents with an Honor Board member. If a student feels that he or she has been treated unfairly by a faculty member regarding academic integrity, that student may bring the matter to the Honor Board for resolution.  
Faculty members will assume that students are adhering to the Honor Code and will conduct their classes and examinations accordingly. If a faculty member suspects a violation of the Honor Code, he or she shall first discuss the matter with the student(s). If the matter is not resolved to the satisfaction of both parties, either may call the facts to the Honor Board’s attention. 
Similarly, if the proceedings of the Honor Board are unsatisfactory, either party may appeal to the Dean of the College. 

 Academic Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to— 

Plagiarism

· quoting, summarizing, or paraphrasing any part or all of a source without acknowledging the source in the text of any written work; 

· incorporating any information—data, statistics, examples, etc.— that is not common knowledge without attributing the source of that information; 

· using another person’s opinions, reasoning, or arguments; and

· putting your name on an assignment someone else completed. 

Cheating

· claiming credit for work not done independently (excluding college support services such as the LRC) without giving credit for aid received; and

· accepting any unauthorized aid or communication during examinations, and falsifying or deliberately misrepresenting data and/or submission of work.

Other Unacceptable Practice

· submitting an assignment for one class in another class without approval of both instructors.

Any student found to be responsible for violating the Unity College Honor Code may be suspended or dismissed from the college.
	DATE
	CLASS ACTIVITY or TOPIC
	RELATED EVENTS

	T 8.26
	Course Intro                                                 Orientation Quest                                                    Essay #1: Beginning Your Quest (due 9/2)           Knowing your Community Question (due 9/2)
	M 8.27 Begin Add/Drop                 

	R 8.28
	Teambuilding Activities (soccer field)
	

	T 9.2
	Check-in                                                           Discuss Essay                                                             Goal Setting                                                           Community Carnival Assignment (due 9/4)                   
	M 9.1 Labor Day                  T 9.2 End Add/Drop             W 9.3 Community Carnival 6-8 p.m.

	R 9.4
	Intro to Service & Project                                       Intro to wind power
	F 9.5 Founders’ Day             

	T 9.9 
	Tour of Conner Mill Trail with Jennifer Brockway
	  

	R 9.11 
	Begin working on academic plan (due 9/30)
	

	T 9.16
	Travel to China to see sample quest (
	  

	R 9.18
	AOD Discussion                                                         Group Discussion Topic Assignments
	 9.19 to 21 COMMUNITY WEEKEND (Common Ground Fair, Parents’ Wknd, Alumni Wknd)

	T 9.23 
	Wind Speaker (pro or con) at 11:00(
	

	R 9.25
	Wind Speaker (pro or con) at 11:00(
	  

	T 9.30
	4-year plans due                                                      voter registration                                                        check-in on Quest progress                                                  Prep Equalogy
	W 10.1 Equalogy (


	R 10.2
	Debrief Equalogy                                                        Nicole Collins/CRC visit (or Tuesday)                            CRC Assignment (due 10/30)                                 Wind Panel (or Tuesday)(
	

	T 10.7 
	Nicole Collins/CRC visit (or Tuesday)                      Wind Panel (or Thursday)(                              Essay #2: Freedom Wind (due 10/16)
	W10.8 Career Day

	R 10.9 
	Environmental Stewardship Fair
	  

	T 10.14
	Fall Break – No Class
	10.13 to 14 FALL BREAK

	R 10.16
	Mid-Semester Grade Prediction                                    Sandra (Library staff) visit                                         check-in on Quest progress
	

	T 10.21
	Welcoming Diversity
	10.22 Mid Term Grades

	R 10.23 
	Diversity Debrief & Speak-Out Prep

TBA
	

	T 10.28 
	Maine Speak-Out Speakers
	W10.29 Last day to withdraw from a class   

	R 10.30
	Practice Pre-registration – bring laptops

Essay #3: Community Responsibility (due 11/6)
	 

	T 11.4
	Election Parade (
	T11.4  ELECTION DAY       11.3 to 7 Spring Pre-reg.

	R 11.6 
	Financial Planning                                                         Work on Quest                                                           Pre-registration review
	

	T11.11 
	Final Presentation of Quest to FUW 


	

	R11.13 
	Discussion Group #1


	

	T 11.18 
	Discussion Group #2


	 T11.18 New Advisor Meeting (

	R 11.20
	Discussion Group #3


	  

	T 11.25 
	Thanksgiving Break – No Class
	11.24 to 28 BREAK

	R11.27
	Thanksgiving Break – No Class
	  

	T 12.2 
	Discussion Group #4


	  

	R 12.4 
	Discussion Group #5


	

	T 12.9
	Final Project Presentations
	last day of classes


( = Activities that day require more than the allotted class time period.  
This schedule is tentative and many of the activities may change based on people’s schedules, weather, student needs/interests, and instructor’s whim.
