How College is Different from High School
1.  You alone are responsible for getting yourself to class and your work done.

In high school, if you didn’t show up for class, it is likely that your teacher would give you the work you missed the next day without you asking for it.  This isn’t how it works in college.  Some of your professors take attendance, some don’t.  Even if they do, most will not seek you out to give you the information you missed.  This is your responsibility.  So, how do you take care of it?

What you should absolutely not do – Show up to class some time in the future, give some pathetic excuse about why you missed class, and ask your professor if you missed anything important.  Unless there is some serious situation going on in your life, in general, your professor doesn’t care why you missed class.  Your boyfriend/girlfriend troubles, alarm clock malfunctions, and sniffles are your business.  Also, of course you missed something important!  That’s the whole point of having class!

What you should do – Within 24 hours locate a classmate and ask to copy their notes and any handouts.  Also ask your classmate if there were any assignments given in class and if there were, do them.  It’s probably also a good idea to then read any related chapters in the textbook so you’ll be up to speed for the next class.  If it turns out that you did miss a graded assignment in class and your professor allows these assignments to be made-up, go by your professor’s office ASAP (before the next class) and ask if you may make up the missed work.  (If your professor has a clearly defined rule about not making up missed work and you don’t have a legitimate reason for missing class, then don’t go pestering him/her about it!)
2.  Your presence is not all that is required.

Sometimes in high school just physically occupying a seat is sufficient.  In college we ask that you be mentally present as well as physically.  This means that you should be asking and answering questions in class and your mind should be engaged with the information at hand.  If you want to chat with friends about what you’re doing later that day or play with your cell phone, then you should just leave the class because you’ll be disrupting the professor and others.

3.  You are responsible for keeping yourself organized.

Your high school teachers may have reminded you repeatedly about when assignments were due and what the requirements were for them.  In college we expect that we shouldn’t have to continually repeat ourselves.  Many times you might only get the instructions and due date for an assignment once and then it is up to you to get it done correctly and on time.  I put instructions for my assignments in Biology right in the syllabus along with when they are due during the semester.  I will go over the assignment on the first day of class and after that it is your job to ask questions if you need help.  It’s possible that I might never mention it again, but it’s still due when indicated on the syllabus and completed as directed.
4.  Failure is an option.

It is often hard to get an “F” in high school.  Most college professors have no problem writing in F’s on a grade sheet if you did not fulfill the course requirements.  We have an obligation to your future potential employers, but especially to our other students.  If we pass incompetent students who graduate and get jobs when they are unprepared, it diminishes the value of a Unity College degree for all our students.

5.  Don’t ask for extra credit.

I know that in high school teachers often let you do extra papers at the end of the semester to add some points to your grade.  We generally don’t do this in college.  If you want a good grade in the class, do the assigned work well.  Your professors have put a lot of thought into making useful assignments.  It’s an insult to tell them that you decided the assignment they gave was not as important as some busy work you come up with last minute to take its place.  We also don’t have time to grade all this extra work.  So, don’t even ask for it!

6.  We expect you to think.

You have a brain and we want you to use it.  Not all the answers are in the book or word for word in your notes.  We want you to take basic information and use it to answer new questions.  This isn’t unfair or torture, it’s how life works.  You’re probably going to get a lot more test and homework questions where the answer wasn’t spelled out for you in class.  Instead of complaining, be thankful that we’re preparing you for the rest of your life and get busy solving the problem!
7.  The minimum isn’t enough.

Never ask a professor, “What do I have to do to get a(n) ___ on this assignment?”  What that tells us is that you do not care about learning anything, only about getting a less than well deserved reward.  College is about being a scholar.  You should never find a class boring or easy.  Even if you know all the material for the course, you should be seeking out the professor to learn more.  You’re paying for this education and you should want to get as much from it as you can!  Take advantage of this opportunity.  Find an aspect of whatever it is you’re studying that excites you and research it, read about it, ask your professor about it, have discussions about it with friends and family.  You should always be doing more than you think you can.  If you aren’t proud of every piece of work you do then you’re wasting your money.  

In high school, scoring well on a standardized test, comparing what you “know” to what others “know” was the measure of your success.  In college the motivation has to come from within you.  There are not standardized tests.  You have to want to learn more and do more.  The best student is rarely the one with all the A’s.  The best student is the one who has taken on challenges, even invented challenges, and maybe even fails at some of them, but learns incredibly valuable lessons from it all.
The common theme in all this is responsibility.  You are responsible for your education.  What you learn, accomplish, achieve is up to you.  The faculty and staff are here to help you in the process, but you are ultimately responsible for your own learning and achievement.
Scenario:  You are assigned to do a group project on a topic in which you have very little interest.

The high school response: 

· Complain and whine.  

· Ask how much it will affect your grade if you don’t do it.  

· Don’t meet with your group members.  

· Wait until the last minute to come up with some lame project.

· Complain some more about “busy work” that doesn’t have anything to do with being a (whatever you want to do for a career).  

The college response:  

· Meet with your group members.  

· Divide up tasks so that you get to do the part you have the most interest in.  

· Understand that you will learn something from the process that will be beneficial to you in the future and that how much you gain depends on how much you invest.  

· Complete the project a little bit early so you have time for final revisions.
