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SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS STANDARDS
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All students receiving Federal Title IV and Unity College financial aid funds must meet the Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) standards outlined below. A student whose academic progress does not meet the standards will be notified of the deficiency and placed on financial aid warning, or financial aid denial, and if upon successful appeal of financial aid denial, a semester of financial aid probation.
Academic Requirements
Students must meet ALL of the following requirements before being considered for financial aid or reinstatement of financial aid:

· Be enrolled in and attending an eligible program for the purpose of completing a BA/BS/AS/AA degree.

· Receive credit for at least 67% of Total Attempted Credits.
(Total Attempted Credits is defined as the total number of credits a student is enrolled in at the end of the Add/Drop period of each semester, and cumulatively includes all accepted transfer credits)
· Maintain the minimum cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) requirement as follows: 

	Credits earned
    (Including
transfer credits

    transferred)

1-23
24-47
48 & above
	Minimum Cumulative 
grade point average
required (CGPA)

1.70
1.80
2.0


All transfer credits accepted by Unity College towards a student’s program count towards total cumulative credits. However these credits will not be counted towards cumulative GPA. 

All previous periods of enrollment will be used in determining Satisfactory Academic Progress, regardless of whether or not financial aid was received.
You must have at least a 2.00 cumulative grade point average after four semesters of study, regardless of your enrollment status.

Your progress is reviewed after the end of each semester or other period of study such as a Summer session, May session or Internship.

If you have not met the required quantitative and/or qualitative standards you may be provided a warning period. A warning period may be provided to a student who has not met, but is very close to the required standards and we anticipate that she or he will meet the progress standards required at the conclusion of the next semester. If you are granted a warning period, you will receive a letter from our office.
If we determine that you are not eligible for aid based on your progress, and are placed on financial aid denial, you may appeal our decision. If your appeal is successful you will be granted one semester of probation. The appeal process follows federal rules and you will be asked to:

· explain and document the mitigating circumstances (e.g., major illness, death in the family, or other special circumstance) that prevented you from meeting the required standards;
· explain what has changed or will change for you so that you will be able to earn the required cumulative grade point average and meet the 67% credits earned threshold by the end of your probationary semester; and

· detail how your degree will be earned within a maximum time frame of 150%, which is equivalent to 12 semesters if you are attending on a full-time basis, or 180 credits (including transfer credits). Please note that most financial aid programs are not available for this length of time.

Appeals of financial aid denial are submitted to the Director of Financial aid in writing, within 15 days of the notice of financial aid denial.
During a semester of warning or probation you are eligible to receive aid. At the end of your semester of warning or probation you must have met the cumulative grade point average and credits achieved standards above to be eligible for financial aid for subsequent semesters.

Students appealing financial aid denial who expect to need more than one semester to reach the required standards, will be required to meet with the Registrar’s office to develop an academic plan that will ensure that the student is able to meet the academic progress standards by a specific point in time, and would include reaching certain progress levels at the end of specific semesters and/or payment periods.
Students who are not eligible for financial aid based on being placed on financial aid denial, may regain eligibility for financial aid again once they have met the cumulative grade point average and credits achieved standards above.

NOTES: 
All attempted credits, including transfer credits, are included in our quantitative calculations of degree progression of achieved versus attempted credits.  In the calculation of qualitative cumulative grade point average, courses with a “W”, or “I” assigned are excluded in that calculation.
In circumstances where a student declares a change in degree major, the student’s credits achieved will be assessed to determine the total credits already earned that may be applied to the new degree requirements. Those credits will be compared to the attempted credit maximum to determine the allowable remaining attempted credits and this standard will be applied to all remaining payment periods in which the student is enrolled.
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