
Taking Science Seriously   
 

The popular concept of Unity students pursuing studies in the great 

outdoors is true, but itôs only part of the story.  Experiential or 

hands -on learning often means pursuing projects in the laboratory, 

gaining the skills upon which careers are built, whether those ca-

reers begin after commencement or graduate school.  Professors 

generously help students to design research projects and also in-

volve students in their own research.  

 

ñIn the curriculum we stress thinking and the process of science,ò 

says Dr. Emma Creaser. ñStudents develop a hypothesis and design 

how to test it.ò  Creaser says that students learn to consider both the 

implications of sloppiness and the rewards of careful reasoning.  For 

example, ecological research might require the researcher to go out to 

collect field data every two weeks for six months. What happens if; 

when it comes time to analyze data the researcher realizes  extra 

measurements or data points should have been taken?  The answer is: 

start over!  ñWe teach students to think about the cost of mistakes,ò 

said Creaser  ñYou need to understand your results and relate the 

them to the real world.ò  

 

Unity science faculty stress there are no shortcuts when it comes to 

research.  ñIt really depends on the course,ò Assistant Professor Erika 

Latty explains. ñIn an introductory course we start with guided re-

search projects.  Students are given a lot of support but there are 

some elements of creativity that makes it their own project.ò  Latty 

teaches students standard field and lab techniques, as do her science 

colleagues on the faculty.  ñItôs hard for students to do research if they 

donôt understand methods,ò said Latty. ñThey need to learn actual sci-

entific technique in addition to the process of science. By the time 

theyôre in upper level courses they can have a lot more control over 

their projects because they have a lot more experience to draw from.ò   

 

Assistant Professor Kevin Spigel sees the laboratory as inextricably 

linked to his teaching.  ñIt is inherent to the geosciences that you have 

a lab component,ò said Spigel. ñItôs all an applied learning environ-

ment.  Some things related to the 

geosciences require you to go out-

side to collect data and bring it back 

to the lab to process or analyze.ò  

ñBeing outside (for hands-on learn-

ing) and lab work go hand -and -hand 

in the geosciences.ò The same senti-

ment is echoed by many faculty fo-

cused on different topics across the 

science curriculum.  

 

Spring Open House  
Saturday March 27. 2010  

 

Summer Saturday  

Tour and Information Sessions  

June  12, 2010  

July  10, 2010  

August 7, 2010  

 

Campus Visits  
Unity College offers personalized 

campus visits.  You can take a  

campus tour, interview with an  

Admissions counselor, and meet 

with faculty, students, coaches, or 

staff.   

Campus visits are available 

throughout the year.  Contact the 

Admissions office to schedule your 

appointment.  

 

Campus Visit Hours  
Monday ïThursday  

9 AM to 3 PM  

Friday  

9 AM to 1 PM  

 

Phone (800) 624 -1024  

Email  visituc@unity.edu  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
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