IC 2213-01 ENVIRONMENTAL CITIZEN FALL 2010 UNITY COLLEGE

SYLLABUS
Objectives of The Environmental Citizen course: 
· Be effective with your skills to solve problems with the community 

1. Act effectively with community partners. 

2. Identify the need collaboratively. 

3. Identify locate and utilize resources collaboratively. 

4. Show active listening, responsiveness, accountability to community—respect. 

5. Show creativity, flexibility, imagination. 

6. Present what you know in a useful form to a real-world audience. 

· Be experienced in leadership, teamwork, and collaboration 

1. Planning—set timelines, meet and adjust 

2. Delegating 

3. Followership, leadership, membership 

4. Group dynamics. 

5. Communication 

6. Accountability 

7. Empowerment. 

· Know more about the environment 

1. Be more information-literate—know how to find and evaluate information. 

2. Demonstrate enhanced knowledge. 

3. Understand more social implications of the issue. 

· Gain insight into career and life aspirations 

1. Reflect on your abilities and challenges. 

2. Assess what you know and what you need to know. 

3. Using experiences in the course, form targeted learning goals toward your career and life.
Organization and structure of this course:

Two years ago, a section of Environmental Citizen examined community needs and made the recommendation that Unity College build connections between students and the elderly in our rural community. The purpose of this section of Environmental Citizen is to build those connections.
· Students will, on a regular planned schedule, help out local seniors with yard work, house work, shopping, etc. or just playing cards, talking, games, etc. 
· The class as a whole will organize and carry out group activities (crafts, games, storytelling, cooking demos, dramatic presentations, card playing, etc.) to meet elderly neighbors at The Open Door community lunch program during the last week of the month. 
· A group of students will explore and carry out more active outdoor adventures with active retirees in the community. 
For each of these activities, students will keep an electronic log of the date, time, activities carried out, reactions (self and others), surprises, lessons learned, and questions for further reflection. The log will be turned in by email every other week.
Throughout the semester, questions to think about for analysis and class discussion will be assigned as one to three page essays. Questions will be based on volunteer experiences, brief reading assignments, and previous class discussion. You are expected to reflect carefully on these questions, think through your answers, make your case in a well-organized fashion, and defend and explain it with reasoning and evidence. The purpose of the reflective essays is to promote deeper learning through critical thinking.
In addition, students will use their volunteer experiences, reflections, and further research to come up ideas for ongoing programs to connect Unity College students and the elderly.

The class will present their findings and recommendations at a special Honoring Our Elders Empty Bowls dinner that raises money for local community feeding programs. The class will also be responsible for planning, organizing, and making the Empty Bowls dinner happen in 2010 on November 15th at 5 PM at the Unity College Centre for the Performing Arts. 
Daily assignments

Assignments will be posted on the Environmental Citizen assignments web page. It is your responsibility to check the web page BEFORE assignments are due. 
Do not print out the assignments page for use throughout the semester. Assignments will change over time and with changing circumstances. The assignment page is the only page with listings of individual responsibilities and dates for your assigned tasks. 

Student responsibilities for successful coursework 

Investment: Active participation in group and class activities, discussion, and thinking is essential, as is preparation in advance for each class. You are responsible for all assignments and class work at the time these are due. 

Be present during class both physically and mentally. This means that you should not be studying for another class, chatting with your neighbors, or text messaging. 
Keep your electronics OFF during class and during your volunteer activities. This proscription applies to MP3 players, cell phones (text as well as voice), pagers, radios, you name it. Laptops are to be used only for presentations, class research work, or with advance permission from me.

Attendance: Students should plan to attend all classes and are responsible for all information presented. Absences will affect your class participation grade. In case of serious illness, family emergency, or other urgent situation, please notify the Registrar's office. 

Work standards: Written work must be typed or computer-printed, double-spaced, and written in complete sentences with proper punctuation and spelling. Late assignments which have not been discussed with me prior to the deadline will receive lower grades and may not be accepted at all. 

Communicating with me: When you need help or clarification in the course, please contact me. I welcome and encourage you to call my office, come to the office, or send an email.

If you have any concern about meeting the requirements of this course or if you are in need of accommodations of any kind, please see me.

Instructor: Nancy Ross, 948-3131 x249; nross@unity.edu; 204 S. Coop, MW 11:00-12:15, T 1:30-3, and by appointment

Grading:

General class discussion/participation/investment – 25%

Individual participation and role in class work to provide volunteer services to community seniors – 25%

Reflective essays – 20% 

Individual participation and role in group work to put on Empty Bowls – 15%

Individual participation and role in research, development, presentation, and communication of plans for ongoing programs to connect Unity College students and the elderly – 15%

Text:

None. 
Some online readings and handouts.
Academic Integrity:

The Unity Honor Code applies in this class and in all classes at Unity College.

GRADING CRITERIA FOR PAPERS, TALKS, AND REPORTS
Each of the following criteria will be considered in evaluation:

· Focus (meets assignment, all assigned issues presented, thorough and coherent coverage, no extraneous information)

· Reasoning and evidence (appropriate supporting material, logical arguments)

· Organization (well-ordered, good transitions, seamless integration of ideas and arguments, consistent look and feel)  

· Clarity (says what you mean to say, sufficient detail, not repetitious, not wordy, not awkward)

· Documentation if any sources are used (use of reputable sources, accurate and complete citation of sources)

Sources need to be cited both in the text as you use them (give author and date) AND at the end in a references section. Below are links to a comprehensive explanation of how to cite just about anything. It’s the American Psychological Association style manual. 

The link below is to basic in-text citation rules. Use the links near the bottom of the page to see how to handle specific cases. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/ 

The link below is to basic reference list rules. Use the links near the bottom of the page to see how to handle specific cases. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/05/ 
· Mechanics (spelling, grammar, syntax, punctuation, sentence structure) 
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